Century High School

School Site Council

Bylaws

ARTICLE 1

Name of the Council

1.1 This council shall be known as the Century High School Site Council.
ARTICLE 2

Role of the Council

2.1 The School Site Council is charged with responsibility for developing an educational program that is responsive to the needs of every student at Century High School. In order to accomplish this goal, the School Site Council is required to develop the Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA), allocate and/or recommend supplemental resources within the school to support this plan, and review the plan annually to update the plan and the budget, to reflect changing needs and priorities within the school.

ARTICLE 3

Membership of the Council

3.1 Size and Composition

The School Site Council shall be composed of the site principal, 5 staff members, 3 students, and 3 parents for a total composition of 12 members. The groups shall be distributed as follows:

3.1.1 Six (6) Staff Members

· The principal (1)
· Four (4) teachers (must be classroom teachers of record); a fifth staff member may be a teacher on assignment or one (1) classified staff member.
3.1.2 Three (3) Parents

Parent members may not be staff members at Century High School, but may be employees of the Santa Ana Unified School District

3.1.3 Three (3) Students from USB elected by its membership annually to serve on School Site Council.
All members, with the exception of the principal who is a permanent member, shall be elected by the group which they represent. The principal will ensure that there is schoolwide representation. Council members must be directly connected to Century High School either as an employee, as a student, or as a parent/guardian of a current student.

3.2 Elections

Annually, the SSC Chair or Council may solicit nominees, create a ballot, and conduct an election for the expiring terms of staff members and parents. Procedures for electing staff members shall also be governed by Certificated and Classified Bargaining Agreements with the District, which shall supersede these Bylaws

. The Chair may appoint an elections committee to work with the title I Program Specialist on matters pertaining to the election.

3.2.1 Student members are elected by their peers during annual USB Elections, per USB Bylaws. Duties of the USB President, Senior Class President, Junior Class President, and/or Sophomore Class President include service on the School Site Council.

3.2.2 Student members who miss three (3) consecutive regular council meetings shall be declared as having abandoned their position. Whenever a student vacancy occurs, the SSC Chair will request that the USB Council elect a new student member to fill the unexpired term of a student member.

3.3 Term of Office

School staff and parents shall serve for a two-year term; students shall serve for one year; the principal shall serve during his/her tenure as principal of Century High School. Terms shall be staggered so that approximately one-half of the school staff positions and one-half of the parent positions are filled bi-annually.

3.4 Voting Rights

Each member of the SSC shall be entitled to one vote and may cast that vote on any matter submitted to a vote of the council. Absentee ballots shall not be permitted.

3.5 Termination of Membership

A member shall no longer hold membership should he or she cease to meet the membership requirements under which he or she was selected. Membership shall automatically terminate for any member who is absent from all regular meetings for a period of three consecutive months.

3.6 Transfer of Membership

Membership in the SSC is not transferable or assignable.

3.7 Resignation

Any member, except the principal who may name a designee, may resign by submitting a written resignation to the SSC Chair.

3.7.1
Procedures for filling an unexpired term shall follow those set forth in 3.2.2 (student vacancies) and 3.5.2 (staff or parent vacancies) above.

3.8 Open Chair

At their individual initiative or at the behest of the SSC, a non-member may be allowed to speak at meetings and voice their opinions or concerns. No voting rights shall be extended on this seat, and it will be closed for the duration of the meeting if the Chair deems necessary.

3.9 Staff Member Appointments

Any staff member of Century High School may submit a nomination for any other staff member or for himself/herself. The aforementioned submissions will be made to the Title I Program Specialist, who will create and present to all staff members a certificated ballot and a classified ballot of all valid nominees by the end of May for the following school year. The nominees with the most votes will be seated as members of the SSC, in accordance with 3.1 “Size and Composition,” above.

3.10 Parent Appointments

Information will be presented to parents regarding the School Site Council and how parents may join if interested. All parents who express interest shall be contacted by the Principal/designee or Title I Program Specialist, and invited to have their name placed on the ballot for all parents, which will be distributed and returned through students. Depending upon the number of parent vacancies, the highest vote-getter(s) shall be elected to the council. 

3.11 Student Members 

The three student members shall be elected as described in 3.1 and 3.2, above. In the case that no student comes forward for all three USB Positions (USB President, Senior, Junior, and/or Sophomore class presidents), the USB will appoint as many students as may be necessary to serve on the Council for the current term.

ARTICLE 4

Officers

4.1 Selection of Officers

The officers of the School Site Council shall be Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and such officers as the Council may deem necessary to carry out the business of the Council. Officers shall be elected members of the School Site Council.

4.2 Election and Term of Office

Officers of the SSC shall be elected annually by the Council.

4.3 Removal

Any officer may be removed by secret ballot with two-thirds vote of all members sitting on the SSC, whenever in the judgment of the council, the best interests of the Council is served thereby.

4.4 Vacancies

At the first regular meeting after a vacancy occurs, Council may nominate a new parent or staff member. (Vacancies shall be filled according to 3.2.2 and 3.5.2 below.)

4.5 Chair

The Chair will preside over all regular meetings, will have general supervision of Council affairs, work with the Principal/designee and Title I Program Specialist in planning the agenda, and distribute the agenda along with the meeting reminder in a timely manner. Agenda items will be solicited and may be submitted by all members up to 72 hours before the regularly-scheduled meeting, at which time the agenda will be published. The Chair may appoint temporary or standing committees and serve as an ex-officio member of said committees.

4.6 Vice Chair

The Vice Chair shall assist the Chair in any ways needed and shall serve as Acting Chair in the absence of the Chair.

4.7 Secretary

The Secretary shall keep full and accurate minutes of all regular and special meetings of the School Site Council. The Secretary shall work with the Principal/designee and Title I Program Specialist to provide copies of minutes to all council members and disseminate minutes to the entire staff, to prepare any official correspondence, and to maintain a full and complete file of all council documents. The Secretary shall maintain the official copy of the Century High School Site Council Bylaws.

ARTICLE 5

Committees

5.1 Standing and Special Committees

The School Site Council may establish and abolish such standing or special committees as it may desire. No standing or special committee may exercise the authority of the School Site Council.

5.2 Membership

The Chair of the SSC shall appoint members of the various committees, unless the SSC decides otherwise.

5.3 Term of Office

Each member of a committee shall continue for the term of his or her appointment and until his or her successor is appointed, unless the committee shall be sooner terminated or abolished, or unless such member shall cease to qualify as a member thereof.

5.4 Rules

Each committee may adopt rules for its own government, not inconsistent with these Bylaws or with rules adopted by the SSC or with policies of the Governing Board.

5.5 Vacancies

A vacancy in the membership of any committee may be filled by appointment made in the same manner s provided in the case of the original appointment.

ARTICLE 6

Meetings of the School Site Council

6.1 Regular Meetings

Each newly-seated School Site Council shall establish its regular monthly meeting dates for the year at its annual organizational meeting in September. Regular meetings shall last for approximately one hour. Any changes as to meeting time or location must be posted at least 72 hours in advance.

6.2 Special Meetings

Special meetings may be called by the Chair, the Principal, or by a majority vote of the SSC. All special meetings and agendas shall be published in the normal manner (see below).

6.3 Meeting Notice

Meetings of the School Site Council (and committees) must be posted at least 72 hours in advance of the meetings. This notice must specify the date, time, and location of the meeting. All meetings shall be publicized.

6.4 Decisions of the School Site Council

All decision of the SSC shall be made only after a vote of the majority of its members in attendance, provided that there is a quorum present.

6.5 Meetings Open to the Public

All regular and special meetings of the SSC and of its standing or special committees  shall be at all times open to the public.

6.6 Open Chair Participants

Open chair participants in meetings must submit agenda items in a timely manner to be recognized. Each open chair participant must come prepared with specific requests and relevant information and materials as time limits may be imposed in order to expedite the meeting.

6.7 Quorum

The presence of 50% plus one (1) of the membership shall constitute a quorum. Although the meeting may proceed informally without a quorum, no action or votes may be taken without a quorum present.

ARTICLE 7

Amendments

7.1 Amendments

These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the total membership. 
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